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Patterson Park is a neighborhood of row
houses and front stoops.

PATTERSON PARK
BALTIMORE, MD

Plug In to Grassroots
Efforts

“In the nineties, you didn’t stop your car
near Patterson Park because of the drug
dealers and prostitutes,” says Michael
Harmel, who owns Three, a restaurant
across the street from the park. Many of
the brick and stone row houses bordering
the park were boarded up, burned out, or
rented on the cheap. Beginning in the late
nineties, grassroots efforts began to turn
the park and the adjacent neighborhood
from an eyesore into an oasis.

Future restoration of the commu-
nity rests on the struggle between the
housing downturn and energized home-
owners rallying behind the community.
“You've heard of sweat equity? We
have fret equity,” says neighborhood
association vice president Kimi Aghevli.
“You move in and think, “What have
I done?’ Then your neighbors reach
out and bring you into the social
circle, lifting this neighborhood house
by house.”

A diverse population lives in affordable
row houses within walking distance of
the Inner Harbor. Every Wednesday,
people gather at a street corner for
Citizens on Patrol, during which they
visit with friends and stroll the sidewalks
looking for problem areas. Festivals
fill the park’s summer schedule, and
people now enjoy walking the tree-lined
paths. pattersonparkneighbors.org



